WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Wednesday, Octoberi4, 2015, to
meet with the Roosevelt Center Merchants.

Mayor Jordan started the meeting at 8:00 p.m. The meeting was held in Room 201 of the
Greenbelt Community Center.

PRESENT WERE: Councilmembers Judith F. Davis, Konrad E. Herling, Leta M. Mach, Silke I
Pope, Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan.

STAFF PRESENT WERE: Michael McLaughlin, City Manager; George Mathews, Police

Theater and President of Roosevelt Center Merchants .
Hartman, Karim Kmaiha and Maria Kmaiha, New D
Greenbelt Consumers Cooperative, Cindy Compr
and Amahl Salleh, Greenbelt Stylists; Sheila 4

eater grant funding for a bike
id Terri Hruby, Assistant

about 20 percent overall. cil complimented the Sallehs on the landscaping work done in
Jront of their shop. Mr. Salleh said that he owns the entire building in which he is located. He
said it had been costly to him to repair damage in the basement caused by the previous tenant.

Cindy Comproni said the Credit Union had a good year and has received one of the highest
ratings awarded for financial institutions. She commented on their sponsorship of many
community events, including the Outstanding Citizen and the school supply collection for
Springhill Lake Elementary School, etc. Ms. Comproni said the Credit Union is trying to “go
green” by encouraging members to utilize electronic statements.

Ms. Comproni said the Greenbelt Consumers Cooperative is able to get FIOS service but the
Credit Union and New Deal Café cannot because of the location of the Verizon lines in the
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Center. She noted that their current internet service is slow and spotty because Verizon said the
lines they are using are old and carry too much traffic. Mayor Jordan asked that this concern be
added to the list for discussion at Council’s work session with Verizon. Ms. Comproni also
expressed concern about the structure of the building after the flooding incident at Realty One in
the fall of 2014 and recurring water leaks. She commented on the difficulty of having a dialogue
with the owner about structure problems or concerns.

Ms. Comproni said she was not receiving notifications of festival permits on a regular basis. She
also said a light is needed in the basement utility room for repairmen on service calls.

ative have declined about two
at to supplier issues. Mr.
uipment and hoped to expand

Bob Davis reported that sales at the Greenbelt Consumers Co
percent over the past two years. He attributed the decline so
Davis said they had recently invested $45,000 in new hot
the lunch business into a dinner business also.

many community events, including partnering
carving pumpkins and partnering with z‘he Zero

: onal signage to the Center and the use of
sandwich boards by the by sion, Ms. Davis suggested “Signage for
Roosevelt Ce ter:”.be i ssion item when Council meets with the State

and it was very diffi
suggested the Roose
with the Labor Day Festiv
large number would likely

mmittee. He added that a small number may be workable but a
an issue.

George Mathews, Police Public Information Officer, reported that crime was very low in the
Center. He said there is an occasional stolen bike or theft from auto incident. Mayor Jordan
noted that the cameras in the Center had been in operation for about four years.

In response to a question from Mr. Hartman, Mayor Jordan said staff is working on the festival
permit policy and expected a draft would be ready for review by the end of November. M.
Hartman asked that a copy of the draft be sent to the RCMA for review.

Minutes, Work Session, 10/14/2015
Page 2 of 3



Caitlin McGrath reported that she was now president of the RCMA. She said RCMA will be
applying for a grant from the Greenbelt Community Foundation to fund a student intern to work
on promotion of the Center. Ms. McGrath reported “Celebrate Local” would be the theme for
the Center from early December to early January.

Ms. Mach suggested an informational kiosk in the Center would benéfit the patrons.

Mr. Herling mentioned it is difficult for individuals to locate the Greenbelt Arts Center and
Restoration Church in the rear of the Center using their Centerway addresses. He suggested a
street name could be given to the lower parking lot to make it easier for people to find these
locations.

Informational Items
Several informational items were discussed.

The meeting ended at 10:35 p.m.
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